




 

 

Electricity and the Texas Environment 
 

Legislative advertising paid for by:  
John W. Fainter, Jr. • President and CEO Association of Electric Companies of Texas, Inc.  

1005 Congress, Suite 600 • Austin, TX 78701 • phone 512-474-6725 • fax 512-474-9670 • www.aect.net 

09/08  
What are generators in Texas doing to mitigate CO2 emissions? 
 
Electric generators in Texas are among the nationwide leaders in emission rates of CO2, due to continued 
upgrades and improvements to emissions control equipment that captures carbon, among other emissions.  

 
In addition, Texas now leads the nation in the production of wind energy, which produces no CO2 emissions. 
Electric generation companies in the state also continue to support the research and development of 
technologies to reduce emissions from existing and future fossil fuel-fired generation facilities. 
 
Why does Texas produce more total CO2 emissions than most states?  
 
A common refrain is that CO2 emissions in Texas are higher than in other states. However, it is critical to view 
that in the context of other truths: 
 

• Texas generates more electricity than any other state; in fact, Texas produces almost 80% more 
electricity than any other state according to the Energy Information Administration. 

 

• Much of the CO2 emitted in Texas results from the generation of “products” that are very significant to 
our state and nation. For example, Texas produces about: 

 

o 60% of petrochemicals produced in the U.S. 
o 30% of gasoline and diesel refined in the U.S. 
o 10% of electricity generated in the U.S. 

 

• The dollars of gross product produced in Texas per ton of CO2 emitted is high, and it increased by more 
than 1000% between 1963 and 2001. 
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What are electric generating companies currently doing to control mercury emissions? 
 
By implementing technologies that reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide and particulate matter, 
electric companies have also indirectly reduced emissions of mercury at power plants. The latest data reveal that 
existing pollution control devices installed at coal-based power plants remove, on average, about 40 percent of 
the mercury present in coal. Electric companies also are helping the Department of Energy (“DOE”) test the 
effectiveness of emerging, mercury-specific control technologies. If successful, this could lead to the 
development of cost-effective control options that further reduce mercury emissions. Until then, as electric 
companies meet existing clean air regulations by installing additional control technologies, mercury emissions 
also will continue to decrease. 
 
  
 




